
   

 

“Give, and it will be given to you; good measure, pressed down, shaken 

together, running over, they will pour into your lap.” (Luke 6:38) 

Dear Friends, 

 On behalf of Comfort Foundation in Vologda and Cherepovets, I express our deepest 
gratitude and heartfelt thanks to you for your continued support of our long-term activities here 
both in Vologda and Cherepovets. This work is very important. There are still a lot of orphans, 
children left without parental care, underprivileged kids and disabled children who we work 
with. These kids need care, attention, communication, guidance, love. They need long-term 
relationships with people who they can trust, ask for advice, ask for help. Thank you that your 

support gives us the privilege to be these people for many of them.  

 You provide us with the necessary means to carry out our work and for the maintenance 
of the place and the car in Vologda. With your support this year, it has become possible to buy 

an apartment in Cherepovets, where we will be able to work with children.  

 Thank you for your prayer support, for your understanding of our needs and challenges. 
Thank you for people who come to Russia and take part in the camp activity! Thank you for 
your wish to come and share our ministry to these children! For the kids, it is a real joy to spend 
the whole week with people who come from overseas and who love them, play with them and 

teach good, kind and wise things. 

 Thank you for everything you do for us and may God bless you in many, many ways. 

Alla Kosterina 
Director, Comfort Foundation Russia 
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BLESSINGS DURING 2014 

Loaves and Fishes – Celebrating God’s Provision   

Have you ever wondered how our tiny staff is able to minister to hundreds of children and adults 
each year without becoming weary? The truth is, we all become weary at times, but a great way 
for all of us to recharge our batteries is to remember the times when God has stepped in to bless 
and expand our meager offerings far beyond our own abilities. Here is a sampling of the many 
ways in which God has multiplied and expanded the ministry of Comfort Foundation in the past 

year: 

♦ Comfort Foundation has begun to work with two new 
orphanages in Kadnikov, where our staff are reaching 
about 125 additional children on a regular basis. Alla 
reports that the opportunity to work with these new 
children, including many with disabilities, “is one of the 
best moments of the year.” Comfort Foundation held its 
first summer camp in Kadnikov this year, and an 
American team is already planning to help staff summer 

camp there in 2015. 

♦ Comfort Foundation was able to raise the 
necessary funds to complete the purchase of a new 
apartment to be used as a meeting place for New 
Corners in Cherepovets. Due to local zoning 
requirements, we are now in the process of 
exchanging that second floor apartment for an 
equivalent apartment on the first floor in the same 

neighborhood. 

♦ One American team traveled to New Corners this 
summer to help with camp in Cherepovets.  After 
the camp was over, they were invited by a local 
pastor to go with him to visit the children at an 
orphanage in a nearby village. The orphanage staff 
was very impressed see adults who love children so much.  As a result of this good impression, 

the local pastor is now teaching Bible classes at this orphanage on a regular basis! 

♦ In response to the increasing number of young mothers who have sought mentoring and 
practical advice, Comfort Foundation formed a Young Moms’ Group to minister specifically 
to the practical and spiritual needs of young mothers. The Young Moms’ Group has become a 
favorite time, both for the young mothers and for staff members who particularly enjoy 
holding and playing with their babies and toddlers. During group meetings, Comfort 
Foundation staff offer practical advice on such topics as budgeting and running a household. 
Their advice and mentoring is particularly useful for the orphanage graduates in the group, 

since these young women often lack positive family experiences to emulate. 

To learn more about the ministry of Comfort Foundation, please email any of our board members.  
No email?  Call Sherri Holzhausen at 314-446-2543 during the day Monday-Friday.  

Lena and Lena welcome Sherri to the new 

apartment in New Corners! 

Sherri and some new friends. 
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Investing in Things that Matter 

Sometimes, it takes time for our efforts to produce visible fruit. Comfort Foundation staffers 
Marina and Olga B. traveled to the White Sea a few years ago to provide some training to a 
church group that hoped to do church camps for children.  One of the key persons for that 
church effort recently reported that their camps now reach over 150 children each year, and that 
this outreach is a direct result of Marina and Olga's willingness to spend their time and effort to 

teach other Christians how to minister to children.   

Sherri Holzhausen’s November Trip 

“I recently had the privilege of visiting the ministry of Comfort Foundation staff members in 
Vologda and Cherepovets. I watched the children in various orphanages run to hug our staff 
upon their arrival. I talked to social workers at three orphanages who talked about how 
important the work of Comfort Foundation is to their organization. I joined the staff in prayer 
for the lives of these precious children. I left with a full heart and a desire to bring some of you 
back to share in the joy.”  For more from Sherri’s trip, visit our Comfort Foundation page on 

Facebook. 
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Comfort Foundation Board Members:      Participating Churches: 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Partnering Mission Agency:              Comfort Foundation Contact Information: 

WWW.COMFORTFOUNDATION.ORG 

Diane Carter (WA) — chsn1z@frontier.com  

Bob Evans (PA) — evansbcm@verizon.net 

Pat Grace (MO) — grace1pat@sbcglobal.net 

Sherri Holzhausen (MO) — sherri@comfortfoundation.org 

Chris Kostow (DE) — ctinamk@gmail.com 

Jean Lee (DE) — djeanmlee@gmail.com 

John Roach (PA) — johnroach5@comcast.net 

Paul Schroeder (MO) — pschroe2@swbell.net 

Bethel Baptist (Wilmington, DE) 

Bonhomme Presbyterian (St. Louis, MO) 

Central Presbyterian (St. Louis, MO) 

Community Covenant Church (St. Louis, MO) 

Grace Bible Fellowship (Wallingford, PA) 

Greentree Community (St. Louis, MO) 

International Community Church of Surrey (London) 

Sycamore Presbyterian (Cincinnati, OH) 

BCM International, Inc. 
201 Granite Run Drive, Suite 260 
Lancaster, PA  17601 
www.bcmintl.org 

Comfort Foundation 
P.O. Box 220261 
St. Louis, MO  63122 

314-221-9464 

Sherri Holzhausen, Board President 
sherri@comfortfoundation.org 

GIVING BACK TO GOD—CELEBRATING HIS PROVISION! 

 During 2014, God used His givers like you to fully fund the budget for operations in Vologda and 
Cherepovets, including staff salaries, transportation expenses, programming and supplies for the children who 
were served.  And — as only God can do through His people — His provision of the initial cost ($47,000) to 
purchase an apartment in New Corners for conversion into the New Corners Ministry Center allowed camp to 
happen this summer in the new (unrenovated) apartment, with an American team joining in on the fun. 
 The number of children served by the staff of Comfort Foundation continues to expand.  With the 
addition of two new orphanages in Vologda in 2014, our staff now touch lives in five orphanages, two 
neighborhood ministry centers and several community outreach programs like our Young Moms’ Group. 
 2015 will be a year of continuing to search for the resources needed to support our staff in Russia.  As 
soon as the apartment exchange for a more suitable first floor location occurs in New Corners (hopefully this 
month), the renovation work (a direct entrance from the street and interior remodeling) will begin.  We estimate 
that an additional $10,000 will be needed to complete the renovation.  Because of the challenges occurring in the 
Russian economy today, the salaries our staff receive buy less food and housing.  We continue to work to 
provide living wages sufficient to keep our staff on firm financial ground. 
 At this time of year, we are humbled as we reflect on all that God has provided through you.  And His 

work continues in Vologda and New Corners/Cherepovets.  Please consider financially supporting Comfort 

Foundation with a monthly gift in remembrance of this season of thanksgiving and in celebration of the most 

precious gift we have received.  Your partnership will be a gift that goes beyond the life you live - it will change 

lives for the good of God, forever. 

 Please send your tax-deductible contributions to Comfort Foundation at the address below or visit our 
website to donate online. 
 

THE MINISTRY OF COMFORT FOUNDATION IS 100% DONOR-SUPPORTED, WITH 

MORE THAN 95% OF CONTRIBUTIONS GOING DIRECTLY TO EXPENSES IN RUSSIA. 

Please help us stay in touch and keep you posted.  Visit our website, select Mailing 

List from the left-hand menu, opt to receive newsletters electronically or update your 

address information. By doing so, you let us know the best way we can keep you 

informed about what God is doing in Vologda and Cherepovets.  


